
Shirley Bennett Milligan
March 5, 1942 - January 15, 2019

Shirley Bennett Milligan, 76, passed away peacefully at her home surrounded
by her beloved family on January 15, 2019. Born March 5, 1942 in Salisbury
and raised in Sharptown, she was the eldest daughter of the late Fred Bennett
(Isabelle) and Erline Bennett Bailey (Elbert) of Sharptown. She was also
preceded in death by her sister, Rebecca "Becky" Adshead. She graduated
from Mardela High School in 1960. She is survived by her husband Roland
Milligan, whom she married January 21, 1967, almost 52 years ago; her
daughter Shelly Milligan Hall and husband, Fred; her sister Joanne Jones and
brother David Bennett; nieces Sharon Bramble, Michelle Savage, and Ashley
Bennett; aunts Jessie Coleman and Sylvia Stalnaker; and several cousins.
She is also survived by her grandchildren, Emma and Ethan Hall, whom she
adored. Emma and Ethan cherished their time spent with their grandmother.
Nearly every Sunday afternoon was designated “family day,” during which she
and Roland visited with Shelly, Fred, Emma, and Ethan. She was also present
at almost every milestone and activity in her grandchildren’s lives. 
Shirley’s career was spent caring for others, mostly in the medical field,
beginning with the Peninsula General Hospital Lab where she served as a
phlebotomist in the early 1960’s. From there she went on to work for
pediatricians, Drs. Morgan, Kolls, and Anderson for 15 years before moving to
the Wicomico County Health Department, from which she retired in 2004, with
over 20 years of service. During her retirement, she was very active and
served in many roles within Sharptown Asbury United Methodist Church. She



was a member of the Roelma Chapter 113 OES for 48 years and served as
Grand Officer for the state of Maryland Eastern Star. 
The family would like to express their deepest appreciation for the superb care
she received from Coastal Hospice staff, as well as from Dr. Feras Abdul
Khalek and Dr. John Mansueti and their staffs at the Richard A. Henson
Cancer Centers in Ocean Pines and Salisbury. They would also like to
express their sincerest gratitude for the love and support of the Asbury /Mt.
Vernon Church family, the Sharptown community, the Delmar Elementary
School staff, and the dear close friends who helped us along this journey. 
A visitation will be held on Friday, January 18, 2019 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m. at Short Funeral Home in Delmar. An Order of the Eastern Star service
and funeral service will be held at Asbury United Methodist Church in
Sharptown on Saturday, January 19, 2019 at 11:00 a.m., with visitation one
hour prior to the service. The Rev. David Bennett will officiate the service.
Interment will be immediately following at the Sharptown Firemens’ Cemetery.
Friends and family are then invited to join the family at a luncheon at the
Asbury United Methodist Fellowship Hall in Sharptown. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can be made to Coastal Hospice,
P.O. Box 1733, Salisbury, MD 21802 or Asbury United Methodist Church P.O.
Box 585, Sharptown, MD 21861. 

 Arrangements are in the care of Short Funeral Home in Delmar.



Cemetery Details

Firemen's Cemetery

Sharptown, MD

Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 18. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Short Funeral Home
13 East Grove St.
Delmar, DE 19940

Visitation

JAN 19. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Asbury United Methodist Church
610 Main Street
Sharptown, MD 21861

Service

JAN 19. 11:00 AM (ET)

Asbury United Methodist Church
610 Main Street
Sharptown, MD 21861
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Short Funeral Home - January 18, 2019 at 06:55 PM

Short Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of Shirley
Bennett Milligan

Anita Corbett - February 14, 2019 at 01:49 PM

Please accept our sympathies for your loss! I will miss seeing her at
the beef dinners!! 

 Jack and Anita Corbett

Ann Beauchamp - January 22, 2019 at 10:54 AM

So sorry I was unable to attend the funeral service of Shirley. I
worked with her many years at the health department. My stepson
had surgery at University of Maryland and I was up in Baltimore. 
I have many fond memories of Shirley. She always had a radiant
smile and was always so kind, 

 Caring, thoughtful and compassionate. 
Expressing deepest sympathy to you in your loss & may God be a
source of strength and comfort to you During this most difficult time.
Let All the wonderful memories help sustain you. 
Ann Beauchamp





January 17, 2019 at 09:36 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Shirley Bennett Milligan.

Short Funeral Home - January 17, 2019 at 02:43 PM

88 files added to the album LifeTributes

CM

Cheryl Macklin - January 18, 2019 at 02:52 PM

Sincere Condolences from the family of Vernon and Jane (Bennett)
Cherrix. The photos show her wonderful smile of which belong to a
beauty soul. Hope your precious memories bring you comfort.

http://shortfh.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://shortfh.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


Pat
Mills
Robinson

Pat Mills Robinson - January 16, 2019 at 11:15 PM

I will always treasure the many laughs we
have shared since those good ole school
days. Shirley always said what was on her
mind and I admired her for that. She was one
of a kind and probably one of the proudest
Grandmothers around. She will never be forgotten. You are all in my
thoughts and prayers.

 Love,
 Pat


